No Man’s Land

words and melody by Eric Bogle

arranged by Ken Johnston

for SATB voices with soloist (male or female) and piano

Eric Bogle is a Scottish-born singer-songwriter who emigrated to Australia at the end of the
1960’s. His moving song about the First World War was written in the 1970’s after he visited
some of the battlefield sites and graveyards of northern France.

No Man’s Land has been recorded in many versions by artists from all round the world. As a
result, some versions have lyrics that are quite different to the original, and the song often
appears with the title, The green fields of France.

In this arrangement, however, | have tried to be faithful to Eric Bogle’s original lyrics.

| have also incorporated in this arrangement the traditional melody, The flowers of the forest.

This arrangement composed 2000
First performance by the Aberdeen Youth Choir, directed by Ben Parry, August 2000

Recorded on CD by the National Youth Choir of Scotland, directed by Christopher Bell, 2002

Duration of piece: 10’

This piece can be performed on its own or as part of a suite of three songs about World War 1,
composed / arranged by Ken Johnston.

The other two pieces are:

In Flanders Fields: words from the poem by John McCrae to original music (and also incorporating the
tune The flowers of the forest), for unaccompanied SATB voices, duration 5'.

Happed In Mist: an arrangement of a song by Michael Marra for SATB voices and piano, duration 4.

The order of pieces in this suite is: In Flanders Fields — Happed In Mist — No Man’s Land,
total duration 19'.

Each of these pieces can be performed effectively on its own, with one other, or as part of the whole
suite.
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No Man's Land

Words and melody by Eric Bogle

for SATB voices with soloist (male or female) and piano

arranged by Ken Johnston

(incorporating the traditional tune

The flowers of the forest)
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* Throughout this piece, the wordless sections (based on 'The Flowers Of The Forest')

should be sung as legato as possible to an 'ah' sound with very soft articulations eg. n, d, or 1.

on repeated notes. Stagger the breathing to allow an unbroken line.

© PLD Music This arrangement © Ken Johnston 2000
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