The Three Mysteries

1) The Heart Could Never Speak
2) Song
3) If | Could Know

Music by Ken Johnston
to poems by Edwin Muir

for SSA (or SAA) voices and piano

The version for SAB voices and piano composed 1994
This version 2002

Duration of individual songs: 1) 4 2)3" 3) 4’ 30"

Versions of this piece are also available for the following voice combinations:

SATB
SAB

Some notes on Edwin Muir and his poetry

Edwin Muir was born in Orkney in 1887. He died in 1959.

The title, The Three Mysteries does not refer to these three poems as such, but rather to
Edwin Muir’s preoccupation and pursuit in much of his work of what he called the three
‘mysteries’ of life — where we come from, where we are going, and how we should live with
one another.

He is trying to make us more fully aware of the nature of human life: what it is and what it
could be, in both positive and negative terms.

One of his favourite techniques is the communication of a paradoxical or not readily
reconcilable concept through his linking of opposing elements; for example - ‘is and is not my
own’; ‘a giving be our taking’; ‘a making our unmaking’.
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The Three Mysteries
1) The Heart Could Never Speak

Poem -
Edwin Muir for SSA (or SAA*) voices and piano Ken Johnston
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2) Song
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